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Reunion: The Fruit of Missions 


; xe FACT ... that the movement for reunion has received so 
large a part of its impetus from the younger Churches must not 

be dismissed as merely the natural effect of minority status upon 
the outlook of a Church. The missionary movement of the last two 
hundred years was the slow, painful and often reluctant obedience of 
the Churehes of the West to the fundamental demand of the Gospel. 
To re-read the story of the early years of that movement, of the mass 
of hostility and contempt which it had to face within the Church, of 
the staggering magnitude of the tasks to which the few pioneers set 
themselves, and of the terrible toll which death took of them in the 
early decades of the movement, is to realize afresh both how great is 
the work which has been done within these two hundred years, and 
also how very much remains to be done if the Churches of the old 
Christendom are to accept seriously the missionary obligation which 
the Gospel lays upon them. One cannot read the story without feel- 
ing again and again that the obedience of those few early pioneers has 
been the human instrument of a mighty divine purpose for the Church. 
It is in that context that the movement for reunion in the younger 
Churches is to be understood. Obedience is the condition for further 
understanding, and the obedience of the Churches of the West—par- 
tial and halting as it has been—to the divine command to preach the 
Gospel to every creature, has been the means by which new under- 
standing has been granted to them, and has opened the way by which 
they are groping back to a true sense of what the Church is. The en- 
thusiasm of the younger Churches for reunion is not merely the par- 
ticular point of view of a minority movement: it is the fruit of an act 
of obedience to the Gospel—LESSLIE NEWBIGIN in The Reunion 
of the Church, Harper & Bros., New York. 
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Letters to the Editors 





Group Renounces War as “Inconsistent” 





Peace Fellowship Is Formed 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

A group of Southern Presbyterians who 
have renounced war as inconsistent with 
our following the Jesus Christ who gave 
himself for us on the cross have agreed 
to form The Peace Fellowship of Presby- 
terians, U. S., and invite all like-minded 
Southern Presbyterians to enroll in the 
Fellowship. 

The basis of our association together is 
stated as follows: 


As a witness for God in Jesus Christ as 
we ‘see him; 

For the sake of ourselves whose con- 
sciences cannot be satisfied with less than 
to state our chosen way of life in Christ; 

For the sake of the youth of our church 
who make a similar commitment for con- 
science sake and who desire fellowship 
and counsel with us; 

We associate ourselves together in The 
Peace Fellowship of Presbyterians, U. 5S. 

Although we do not bind ourselves to 
any exact form of words, we come to- 
gether within our church sharing these 
express purposes: 

We refuse to participate in any war or 
to sanction military preparations; we 
work to abolish war and to foster good- 
will among nations, races and classes; 

We strive to build a social order which 
will suffer no individual or group to be 
exploited for the profit or pleasure of an- 
other, and which will assure to all the 
means of realizing the best possibilities 
of life: 

We advocate such ways of dealing with 
offenders against society as shall trans- 
form the wrong-doer rather than inflict 
retributive punishment; 

We endeavor to show reverence for per- 
sonality—in the home, in the education of 
children, in association with other classes, 
nationalities and races; 

We seek to avoid bitterness and con- 
tention, and to maintain the spirit of self- 
giving love while engaged in the struggle 
to achieve these purposes. 


The officers of The Peace Fellowship of 
Presbyterians, U. S. are: 

Chairman, Rev. Olof 
Louisville, Ky. 

Vice-Chairman, Rev. D. 
Danville, Ky. 

Secretary-Treas., Rev. Henry Lofquist, 
17 D’Arcy Lane, Asheville, N. C. 

These officers and the following make 
up the Executive Committee: 

Mr. George Worth, Chapel Hill, N. C. 

Mr. Charles Sharp, Columbia, Mo. 

Mr. George R. Edwards, Presbyterian 
Theo. Seminary, Louisville, Ky. 

Rev. D. P. McGeachy, Sr., Lake Waka- 
maw, N. C. 

All the above invite correspondence with 
interested individuals in the Southern 
Presbyterian Church. 

HENRY LOFQUIST, Secretary, 
The Peace Fellowship of Presby- 
terians,, U. S. 
17 D’Arey Lane, 
Asheville, N. C. 


Anderson, Jr., 


Yandell Page, 


Apology 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

The following resolutions were passed 
at the Summer meeting of Enoree Presby- 
tery, and are passed on to you in accord- 
ance with the action requested by the 
resolutions: 

“In regard to the matter of the failure 
to elect Rev. C. Darby Fulton, D. D., Re- 
tiring Moderator of the General Assembly, 
as a commissioner to the General Assem- 
bly of 1949, your committee recommends: 

1. That the Presbytery express regret 
that the usual custom of the church was 
not followed in this instance and admits 
its error in this connection. 


2. That the Presbytery express anew the 
high honor, love and esteem in which Dr. 
Fulton is held by all the presbyters and 
churches in its bounds. 

3. That a copy of these resolutions be 
furnished to the Christian Observer, The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, and the 
Presbyterian Outlook, and a copy be for- 
warded to Dr. Fulton. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. P. GLENN, Acting Chairman 
JOHN McSWEEN 
Nominations Committee of Enoree 
Presbytery. 
J. PHILLIPS NOBLE 
Stated Clerk of Enoree Presbytery. 
Greenville, S. C. 


Also, Moderator 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

In your editorial columns, Oct. 3, you 
reprinted the Atlanta Journal’s remarks 
of appreciation for Judge Samuel Sibley, 
an elder in the First Church, Marietta, Ga. 

I was interested in noting that you 


missed—as did the entire secular press— 
what we should consider the most im- 
portant recognition that he received: that 
of Moderator of our General Assembly. 

Isn’t it a commentary upon our society 
that the outline of this man’s life, as it 
appeared in our secular press, should have 
omitted, as of no special interest, that he 
once received the highest honor his 
church can bestow? 

G. AIKEN TAYLOR. 
Smyrna, Ga. 


Printing Press 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 

The Reconstruction Department of the 
World Council of Churches in Geneva has 
recently forwarded a request for a second- 
hand printing press needed by the Greek 
Orthodox Church for the printing of li- 
turgical books and church publications. 

Specifications of the machine sought are 
that it should be electric powered (220 
volts), a flat type press with a printing 
surface of 28” x 40”. It is hoped that some 
American church organization might have 
such a press which is no longer in use 
here, but which might be suitable for 
Greece, or that some influential Greek per- 
son might be willing to help. 

WAYLAND ZWAYER. 

Church World Service, 

214 BE. 21 St., N. Y. 10. 





Deficit Spending and Personal Responsibility 


YRD SEES Sell-Out Of Liberties 

As Debt Jumps $210 a Second.’’ 

This front page headline in the 
Richmond Times Dispatch should give 
every thoughful American serious con- 
cern. For Senator Byrd said to the 
U. S. Senate: “Everytime your watch 
ticks while I am making this speech, 
the Federal Government will be spend- 
ing $210 more than it takes in.’”’ And, 
“The Federal deficit financing is piling 
up Federal debt to a proportion in 
which the liberties of free enterprise 
cannot survive.”’ 

Grave words—and true! Challenging 
words, too! For, tremendous as the 
problem seems to individuals, no in- 
dividual person is helpless in face of 
it. Persons, individual persons, com- 
pose this country of ours, and personal 
individual action can be effective if con- 
scientiously applied in the right way. 

And the right way to begin is by 
honest self-appraisal. How many of 
us care enough to take the time to 
register our convictions where they 
count the most by addressing a letter 
or card to the gentlemen or gentle- 
women who represent us in Washington? 
Two addresses we should know by 
heart are—House Office Building, and 
Senate Office Building, Washington, D. 
C. In addition to this democratic priv- 
ilege, we can send a telegram stating 
our case to the man who sits in the 
White House. This is a way of assert- 
ing our basic right as citizens, and is 
as patriotic as fighting for one’s coun- 
try. 

As Christians, we have another and 
more basic responsibility, that of self- 
appraisal of our living. How many of 
us live one day at a time? That is, 


how many of us live on the financial 
resources of this day and do not mort- 
gage tomorrow’s resources for today’s 
desires? If we were absolutely honest 
about this deficit spending of our gov- 
ernment we would realize that it is a 
“grassroots” problem, one originating 
in individual desires. We who profess 
the religion of Jesus Christ know that 
self-discipline is a necessary part of 
Christian living. To be groping for 
things and missing values is no way for 
mortal souls to behave. It is putting 
means above ends. There are things 
we are striving for today that have no 
eternal value. Many of our sainted 
ancestors whose blessings we are enjoy- 
ing today, lived in elegant poverty in 
order that the Kingdom of God might 
be extended. And for their rigid ad- 
herence to what they believed to be 
right, they achieved happiness and 
peace we know not today. They mas- 
tered life and had inner resources from 
the Lord that gave them happiness that 
was powerful. By such examples our 
country was made strong, and nothing 
less than that kind of living will right 
our wrongs today. Jesus said: ‘But, 
seek ye first the Kingdom of God and 
his righteousness; and all these things 
shall be added.” And, Paul assured 
the early Christians, “My God shall 
supply all your need according to his 
riches in glory by Jesus Christ.’ 

We do not need a Santa Claus in 
Washington. What we do need is men 
and women who trust and serve AIl- 
mighty God. 


PATTIE SPRUCE (Mrs. 
Alexander) MAITLAND. 


Richmond, Va. 
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S. J. Patterson, Jr 


Men’s Work: One of four divisions. 


Men’s work has been made one of 
four major divisions of the Board of 
Education by a recent action, with S. J. 
Patterson, Jr., continuing its leadership 
under the title of secretary. Other 
divisions are: Religious Education, 
Higher Education, and Publication. 





United Church Women Approve 
National Council of Churches 


Los Angeles. (RNS)—The national 
board of managers of the United Coun- 
cil of Church Women, meeting here, 
voted to affiliate with the proposed Na- 
tional Council of Churches of Christ in 
the United States of America, thus as- 
suring its creation. 

By the board’s action the Council 
becomes the seventh of eight eligible in- 
terdenominational bodies to approve the 
tormation of the new national organiza- 
tion. 

Other agencies which have given ap- 
proval are the Federal Council of 
Churches, the United Stewardship Coun- 
cil, the National Protestant Council on 
Higher Education, the International 
Council of Religious Education, the 
Home Missions Council of North 
America, and the Missionary Education 
Movement of the United States and 
Canada. 

The Foreign Missions Conference of 
North America is the only eligible 
agency which has voted not to affiliate 
with the National Council. 

Earl F. Adams, executive secretary of 
the planning committee for the pro- 
posed Natonal Council, announced that 
a constituting convention for the new 
interdenominational body would be held 
in Cleveland, Nov. 26 to Dec. 2, 1950. 


US and USA Synods of Florida 
Talking of Uniting 


Southern Body Adopts Resolution Looking Toward One Synod 


US and USA Presbyterians in Florida 
held simultaneous meetings of their 
synods in the First church, St. Peters- 
burg. In one combined session the USA 
Moderator, Clifford E. Barbour, Knox- 
ville, Tenn., and Wm. V. Gardner, First 
church, Atlanta, Ga., were the speakers. 
Dr. Barbour prefaced his remarks by 
stating that ‘children of the same 
family should live in the same house.”’ 


Friendly Overtures Exchanged 


Later in the meetings, the synods ex- 
changed overtures at almost the same 
time, each looking toward closer rela- 
tions with the other. The US synod sent 
this overture: 


“Whereas the Synods of Florida, US 
and USA, have through the years oc- 
cupied the same territory, shared com- 
mon interests, ministered to the same 
people, and have a common inheritance, 
have confronted the same problems, and 
enjoyed like successes; 

‘“‘Whereas many parishes overlap and 
in many instances our work is dupli- 
cated and confused by the present di- 
vision of program planning and institu- 
tional support; 

“And, whereas we are uniquely sit- 


uated geographically, and with a com- 
mon community responsibility, and 
whereas many of the ministers and 
members of both communions are con- 
stantly going from one communion to 
the other and finding a true spirit of 
Christian kinship and comfort; 

“Be it therefore Resolved, that the 
Synod of the Presbyterian Church, US, 
cordially invite the Synod of the Pres- 
byterian Church, USA, to unite with 
this synod, to the end that together, 
united and one body, we may better 
overcome and accomplish our common 
tasks.”’ 


The overture from the USA body read 
this way: 


“The Synod of Florida of the Presby- 
terian Church in the USA, aware of the 
common tasks and responsibilities which 
confront the Presbyterian Churches of 
Florida, especially in the areas of 
leadership training and youth work, and 
appreciating the growing spirit of fel- 
lowship and comity which characterizes 
the relationships of our two branches 
of the church, would express to our 
brethren of the Synod of Florida of the 
Presbyterian Church, US, our earnest 
hope and purpose of working with them 
in wholehearted cooperation in the edu- 
cational enterprises which God has 
called us to carry on together. To this 
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end we give assurance of our willing- 
ness to make available for common use 
the material and spiritual resources for 
the above purposes with which God may 
endow us.”’ 


All this happened toward the close of 
the meetings. Because of this, the US 
synod voted to consider the USA over- 
ture at its next regular session (next 
year). 


Thornwell Policy Left to Trustees 


On the 
whether or not children born out of 
wedlock should be admitted at Thorn 
well Orphanage, supported by Florida 
Synod, it was voted to leave the matter 


long-discussed problem of 


in the hands of the orphanage trustees 
since the other two synods, Georgia and 
South Carolina, had already taken ac 
tion. Georgia’s action left the decision 
to the trustees and South Carolina voted 
to aprove the policy which forbids the 
admission of illegitimate children. 
Joseph W. Conyers, executive secre 
tary of Presbytery, was 
elected as the synod’s moderator 


Suwannee 


Edens Speaks on Program 


The Program of Progress was em- 
phasized when Elder T. Franklin West 
of Milton, chairman of synod’s commit- 
tee, introduced Elder J. Ed Edens, mod- 
erator of the Synod of Mississippi, who 
spoke on the subject. Mr. Edens urged 
“the church to get on its knees and pray 
to make 
the Program of Progress a success, we 


to God for a great awakening; 


must develop a willingness to do any- 
thing God asks us to do.”’ 

Dr. Lalla 
Foreign Missions board, reminded the 


Iverson, representing the 


synod that the church's business is 


war F 


MISSION BOARD MEETS—Ambassador J. Leighton Stuart, 
Presbyterian, US, missionary to China since 1904, recently 
spent three hours with the Assembly's Board of World Mis- 
sions (in its first meeting as such) discussing frankly the 
situation which faces the missionary movement today, 
bers of the board and staff, with Dr. Stuart are shown above, <A. Turner. 
Bissett, Mrs. W. W. 


left to right: S. F. 
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“evangelism and edification. Without 
the two you cannot increase morality in 
any land.” 
scientific training,’’ she said, ‘tell me 


“Commonsense and my 


that morality is only the by-product of 
Christianity.” 

The Program of Progress was em- 
phasized again as the synod’s new re- 
gional director, Wm. M. Belk, insisted 
that ‘‘the Sunday school is the core of 
the educational program of the church”’ 
and challenged the synod to a greater 
support of the Sunday school. 

Educational institutions which the 
synod supports were the objects of con- 
siderable interest. President John R. 
Cunningham of Davidson College 
stressed that these are critical days in 
the life of the college. President J. Mc- 
Dowell Richards of Columbia Seminary 
called the attention to the 
largest enrollment in Columbia's his- 
tory. 


synod’s 


STEPHEN T. HARVIN. 
Jacksonville. 





Dr. Stuart, W. L. 


Mem- 


Draper, Alfred T. 


USA Moderator on Tour 


Presbyterian, USA, Moderator Clif- 
ford E. Barbour, is following an itiner- 
ary which, at various points brings him 
within Presbyterian, US, territory, or 
within reach of Presbyterian US, mem- 
bers. 

Here are some of his dates through 
December: 


Oct. 23, Washington, D. C. 

Oct. 30, Baltimore, Md., Reformation 
Sunday address. 

Nov. 6, Oklahoma City. 

Nov. 7, Enid, Okla. 

Nov. 8, Ardmore, Okla. 

Nov. 10, Paris, Texas. 

Nov. 11, Denton, Texas. 

Nov. 13, Amarillo, Texas. 

Nov. 14-15 In Texas. 

Nov. 17 Fort Smith, Ark. 

Nov. 18, Clarksville and Hot Springs, 
Ark. 

Nov. 20, Kansas City. Mo. 

Nov. 21, Joplin, Mo. 

Nov. 22, St. Louis, Mo. 

In January he will include New Mex- 
ico in his travels. 


Moderator’s Itinerary 


Assembly’s Moderator W. E. Price is 
engaged in filling appointments in vari- 
ous parts of the church through Novem- 
ber as follows: 


October 27 
Little Rock. 

Oct. 30—Jackson, 
dresses. 

Oct. 31—-Okolona, Miss., men’s group. 

Nov. 4-6—Atlanta Men’s Convention. 

Nov. 7—-Ad interim committee study- 
ing church agencies, Charlotte, N. C. 

Nov. 13-14, Birmingham, Ala., three 
addresses. 

Nov. 16, Mobile, Ala., men’s group. 

Nov. 20, Superintendents’ conference, 
Albemarle and Granville (N. C.) Pres- 
byteries. 

Nov. 25-Deec. 1. Miami, Fla., leader- 
ship school. 


-Synodical of Arkansas, 


Miss., two ad- 


1 


Fd 


Adams, L. Nelson Bell, C. Darby Fulton, W. A. Alexander, 
H. E. Russell, S. Hugh Bradley, Alfred Mathes, J. A. Jones, 
Caldwell, R. T. Gillespie, D. J. Cumming, 
Mrs. L. M. McCutchen, Miss Claire Randall, Curry B. Hearn, 
T. H. Mitchell, Marion A. Boggs, Mrs. H. ©. Hibbs, Mrs. W. 
At the table: Miss Mattye Bond, R. B. Clinton, 


T. K. Young. 
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@ A hometown boy back in his father’s pulpit reports 


on his worldwide experience and insists that— 


Moral Ideals Must Take Root 


other Sunday. To me it is an 

eventful day. This is the pulpit 
from which my father preached for 
many years, and from which he radiated 
an influence that is still felt here and 
elsewhere. Before me is the pew where 
I sat as a boy, little dreaming that 
this day would come when I would be 
speaking from this pulpit. 

Those were times when Sunday was 
really set apart as God’s day. There 
were then three church services, morn- 
ing, afternoon and evening, and Sunday 
school besides. 

The minister’s family regularly at- 
tended all four services. Also, on 
each Sunday, we memorized about ten 
verses from the Psalms or the New 
Testament, and in addition two 
verses of a hymn. Sunday, then was 
a holy day, but hardly one of rest. 

I cannot say that my mind never wan- 
dered during the church services. Dur- 
ing the morning service there was the 
distracting prospect of licking the 
dasher with which I was to freeze the 
Sunday dinner ice cream. And during 
the afternoon service my thoughts re- 
turned to the woods and fields which 
I had roamed, while bird-watching the 
Saturday before. But by the time I left 
Watertown in my seventeenth year I had 
accumulated a considerable knowledge 
of the Bible and of Christian writings. 


i ¢ YOU who listen, this is just an- 


Interest in International Affairs 


During the same time, I had de- 
veloped a great interest in international 
affairs. That came from my grand- 
father, John W. Foster, who used to 
spend his summers in these parts and 
with whom I used to fish regularly at 
Henderson Harbor. As we sat together 
in a fishing skiff he would tell me of 
his diplomatic experiences in Mexico, 
Russia, Spain and China. Also, he told 
of his experiences as a soldier in the 
Civil War—experiences that made him 
hate war and devote himself to the cause 
of peace. It became my ambition to go 
forward in that way. . 

I started as law clerk in an inter- 
national law firm and came to work on 
many international problems and to at- 
tend many international conferences. 
During that period it did not seem to 
me that what I had learned here in 
church had much to do with the prac- 
tical problems of war and peace. That 
was indeed my state of mind for thirty 
years, from 1907 when [ attended with 
my grandfather the Second Hague Peace 
Conference, until 1937. In that year I 
presided at an international conference 
held at Paris under the auspices of the 





*Senator Dulles (R-NY) delivered 
this address recently at the First Pres- 
byterian Church, Watertown, N. Y. 
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“of the world. 


By JOHN FOSTER DULLES* 
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League of Nations, and then went on to 
attend the Oxford Conference on Church 
and State. That was a great Christian 
conference, with representatives of 
almost all the nations and all the races 
We discussed there the 
same critical problems that diplomats 
were discussing futilely at the League of 
Nations. 

But at Oxford we approached those 
problems with the guidance of a com- 
mon standard—the moral law as re- 
vealed by Jesus Christ; and we dealt 
with each other as brothers, irrespec- 
tive of national or racial differences. 

Under those conditions we could see 
how to solve problems that could not be 
solved in the distrustful atmosphere of 
national competition. 


Saw Spiritual Values 


Then I began to understand the pro- 
found significance of the spiritual values 
that my father and mother had taught, 
and by which they had lived, here at 
Watertown. From then on I began to 
work closely with religious groups— 
Protestant, Catholic and Jewish—for I 
had come to believe that, of all groups, 
they could make the greatest contribu- 
tion to world order. Most of all I worked 
with the Commission on a Just and 
Durable Peace of the Federal Council 
of the Churches of Christ in America. 
During these same years I helped or- 
ganize the United Nations and attended 
its meetings and those of the Council 
of Foreign Ministers. Serving at the 
same time in both religious and political 
groups, made ever clearer the relation- 
ship between the two. I saw that there 
could be no just and durable peace ex- 
cept as men held in common certain 
simple and elementary religious be- 
liefs; belief that there is a God, that 
he is the author of a moral law which 
they can know and that he imparts to 
each human being a spiritual dignity 
and worth which all others should re- 
spect. Whenever these elementary 
truths are widely rejected, there is both 
spiritual and social disorder. 

That fact is illustrated by fascism and 
communism. These are, in the main, 
atheistic and _ anti-religious creeds. 
Orthodox communists believe that there 
is neither God nor moral law; that 
there is no such thing as universal and 
equal justice, and that human beings are 
without soul or sacred personality. They 
are free of the moral restraints and com- 
pulsions which prevail in a religious so- 
ciety and they think it quite right to 
use force and violence to make their 
way prevail. 

In Russia, communists have designed 
a form of society which they call ‘‘the 


dictatorship of the proletariat.”” They 
believe that their mission is to press all 
mankind into that precise mold and to 
do so by any and all means that are 
available. 

Communists are, of course, en- 
titled to have their own belief as to 
what is best for men, and they are 
entitled to try peacefully to bring 
their ideals into reality. That is the 
privilege of every human being. But 
since there is a God, since there is a 
moral law, since human personality 
is sacred, no human rulers can rightly 
use ruthless and violent methods and 
pitilessly crush all within their power 
who do not conform to their particu- 
lar dictation. 

At the first session of the United 
Nations Assembly at London, Mr. 
Vyshinsky spoke about refugees—poor. 
wretched creatures who had fled Russia 
to escape liquidation. In words that 
were powered with deep hatred and that 
struck like bullets from a machine gun, 
Mr. Vyshinsky proclaimed the resolve 
of the Soviet government to scour the 
face of the earth to find these refugees, 
to seize them and bring them back. 

It was a cruel and frightening speech. 
It typified the fanaticism of Soviet 
communism and its total denial of toler- 
ance toward any who disagreed. Terror- 
ism, which breaks men’s spirits, is, to 
communists, a normal way to make their 
creed prevail, and to them it seems 
legitimate because they do not think of 
human beings as being brothers through 
the Fatherhood of God. 


Resistance Demands Faith 


If communism and fascism are hate- 
ful, because of the consequences of their 
godlessness, it is equally true that they 
can be successfully resisted only by so- 
cieties imbued with strong spiritual con- 
victions. In Washington these days Con- 
gress is working on great plans to halt 
communism by giving economic and 
military aid to those who, we hope, will 
resist. It is, however, perfectly clear 
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that these plans will not succeed if they 
merely put material things into the 
hands of men who do not have a 
spiritual faith and who do not feel a 
sense of human brotherhood and of 
social responsibility. 

There has been good progress in 
checking communism in Western 
Europe. There, spiritual loyalties pro- 
vide a cement that binds people to- 
gether to resist communist infiltration. 
The situation is somewhat different in 
the East. In China, for example, many 
lead individual lives centered on the 
material welfare of their family. 

The highly organized and collec- 
tive materialism of Soviet commun- 

ism can always prevail where it en- 
counters nothing more formidable 
than a disorganized and individualis- 
tic brand of materialism. 

But the situation is far from hopeless, 
for there are millions in China and 
throughout Asia who recognize the dig- 
nity of the human personality and who 
want a free society within which the 
individual can develop. Our people can 
and should make common cause with 
them. I am glad that Secretary Ache- 
son has pledged that. The United States, 
he said, is prepared to work with the 
people of China, and other countries of 
Asia, to help them develop as they 
choose, not as dictated by foreign im- 
perialism. Today, as many in Asia hesi- 
tate between resistance and resignation, 
it is important that our resolves be 
known. Even if we cannot at the mo- 
ment help greatly with material aid we 
ean give moral aid by making clear that 
our nation has the kind of will that re- 
sourcefully finds a way, and that we are 
determined to support the cause of free- 
dom, in Asia as well as Europe, until 
that cause prevails. 

During these last few days I have been 
talking with some of our officials from 
Germany. They are greatly concerned 
about the state of mind of the German 
people. Under the fascist doctrines of 
Hitler the Germans developed a 
fanatical belief which glorified force and 
which was contemptuous of religion. It 
conditioned the Germans for the second 
World War. Now it seems that that 
fanaticism is, for the moment, largely 
burned out. But it is replaced by a 
cynical disbelief in all spiritual values. 
“Nihilism’’—nothingness—they call it. 
That, if it persists, will lead Germans 
to calculate coldly how to capitalize 
upon their strategic position between 
the democracies of the West and Soviet 
Russia. The only effective barrier be- 
tween Germany and Russia is a moral 
barrier, and if that crumbles there 
could readily come another Soviet- 
yerman offensive alliance such as that 
which was entered into almest exactly 
ten years ago today and which touched 
off World War II. 


Need Dynamic Christian Young People 


Officials of our War Department say 
that the great need is to send to Ger- 
many some of our young people imbued 
with a faith so dynamic that it will be 
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contagious and restore to the German 
youth a sense of spiritual values. Have 
we those young people, and can we spare 
them for Germany? The War Depart- 
ment has stockpiles of strategic ma- 
terials with which to win a war, but it 
is at a loss to find the spiritual reserves 
which might now make the difference 
between future war and peace. 
Napoleon said that in time of war 

the moral is to the material as three 
is to one. I suppose that, in waging 
peace, the ratio is at least as high. 
We are apt to forget that, and to 
think that the struggle on which we 
are now engaged can be won by ma- 
terial things alone. That is totally 
wrong. Wherever one looks around 
the world, one sees disorder that can 
only be cured by drawing on sources 
of moral power. 

The Western democracies have had 
great prestige and authority in the 
world. That is because their practices 
developed under the dominating in- 
fluence of religious beliefs. Their laws 
came, more and more, to protect the in- 
dividual and to provide more equal jus- 
tice. They found ways for bringing 
about social improvements peacefully, 
without class wars or the crushing of 
the weaker by the stronger. They en- 
couraged men to develop their indi- 
vidual talents and to experiment along 
diverse and competitive lines of their 
own choosing. Under those stimulating 
conditions there developed material, in- 
tellectual and spiritual richness; and to 
some degree, at least, that richness was 
shared with other peoples of the world. 
For 1,000 years Western civilization 
grew in power and influence and was 
not seriously challenged. There was 
such a challenge by Islam 1,000 years 
ago, and now we have the challenge of 
Soviet communism. Whether or not we 
peacefully surmount the present chal- 
lenge depends on basic things and most 
of all on whether our people love the 
Lord their God and their neighbors, and 
act accordingly. 


Basic Strength Is Moral 


The hope of America and the hope of 
the world does not lie in our economic 
and military might. We have a duty 
to be materially strong and to share 
that strength with others who are in 
peril. But that is only a defensive, hold- 
ing operation. The role of material 
power, as Admiral Mahan said, is to 
give moral ideals the opportunity to 
take root. Our basic strength is our 
capacity to propagate these moral ideals 
which must prevail if there is to be 
peace and justice in the world. 

I am not, of course, suggesting that 
men and women should become Chris- 
tians because that is the way for them 
to get peace. Such an argument would 
reverse the proper order of values. What 
I do say is that those who are Chris- 
tians should see more clearly the possi- 
bilities that reside in the life and work 
of the churches. 

There are millions in the world who 
want to do something for peace. They 


know the indescribable horror that an- 
other war would be and they are eager 
to dedicate themselves to the preser- 
vation, in peace, of the freedoms that 
are our heritage. They are quite willing 
to give time and money to attain those 
ends. Many of them feel frustrated 
because they cannot find a channel 
through which to work. I suppose that, 
in sum total, thousands have asked me 
personally to suggest what they might 
do to help the cause of peace. Many 
in their worthy zeal become faddists, 
joining organizations that would stop 
war by paper slogans. After the First 
World War many of our finest people 
sought to end war by working for a 
treaty that would, as they put it, “‘out- 
law war.”’ They got what they asked for 
in the form of the Kellogg-Briand Pact, 
but it did not stop World War II by a 
single day. Many today are engaged in 
similar futilities. It is tragic that so 
much good intention goes for naught. 
Men and women who have spiritual 
faith and who want also to do some- 
thing practical to preserve peace and 
to meet the challenge of communism 
have, in their local church, the most 
effective medium that exists. 

It is the churches that dependably 
keep alive and pass on from generation 
to generation, belief in God, in moral 
law and in the spiritual nature of man. 
It is the churches that provide recruit- 
ment for the ministry. It is the churches 
that have missionary affiliations that 
spread great spiritual truths throughout 
the world. They have central agencies, 
like the Federal Council of Churches, 
that provide studies of world problems 
by qualified Christian statesmen. These, 
if used, can create an enlightened public 
opinion that will directly influence the 
acts of government and of the United 
Nations. That has been proved. Yet, 
today, such studies barely trickle into 
local congregations. 

Many who are zealous for peace seem 
to feel that all this is remote from 
reality. They want a more direct and 
obvious role. 


Cumulative Efforts Count 


That mood will never bring lasting 
peace. Peace is won, as victory is won, 
by cumulative efforts, no one of which 
alone is decisive. In time of war men 
and women labor in munition plants 
and feel that they are contributing to 
victory; and so they are, although no 
single effort appreciably affects the out- 
come. But the outcome would be defeat 
if no one worked unless he was con- 
fident that the bullet he made would 
kill an enemy general. 

The struggle for peace will never 
be won without the cumulative efforts 
of millions of individuals working in 
ways that develop moral power and or- 
ganize it as mobile force. If believers 
would direct their zeal for peace more 
into church and missionary channels 
the prospect of war would steadily re- 
cede. 

Today, our nation is relying greatly 
on material and military might. That 
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is dangerous. A nation that possesses 
a great military establishment is apt to 
be influenced by the counsel of persons 
who believe in the inevitability of war 
or who believe that good ends can be 
gained by violent means. Our present 
course skirts, dangerously, the road to 
war. Our leaders take that risk because 
they feel that there is no adequate alter- 
native. Policy makers work with the 
tools that, it seems, can be made avail- 
able. Economic and military power 
can be developed under the spur of laws 
and appropriations. But moral power 
does not derive from any Act of Con- 
gress. It depends on the relations of a 
people to their God. 


It is the churches to which we must 
look to develop the resources for the 
great moral offensive that is required 
to make human rights secure and to 
win a just and lasting peace. 

Nearly two thousand years ago Christ 
said, ‘“‘The truth shall make you free.” 
Every one of the intervening years sus- 
tains that utterance. We meet here be- 
neath a spire that points upward. That 
is symbolic, It points to the power above 
us from which we derive our spiritual 
strength and it marks this building as 
the place where men can gather and 
draw that strength which alone enables 
those on earth to have the power to be 
free. 


Ministers Blame Selves in 


Stabbing of Negro Youth 


Baltimore, Md. (RNS)—In a joint 
statement, 16 Protestant and Jewish 
clergymen here blamed themselves for 
the fatal stabbing of a 19-year-old 
Negro youth in a race battle. 

“There must be countless other citi- 
zens who feel as we do,” the church- 
men said, ‘“‘guilty before God simply 
because we have been citizens of a city 
where a boy could be stabbed to death 
because of the color of his skin. 

“May God forgive us all and give us 
courage to find and follow a better 
way.”’ 


Speers on Committee 


The statement was drafted by a com- 
mittee comprising Rabbi Morris Lieber- 
man of the Baltimore Hebrew Temple; 
T. Guthrie Speers of Brown Memorial 
Presbyterian church, and three officials 
of the Council of Churches and Chris- 
tian Education of Maryland-Delaware. 
These were Willis R. Ford, executive 
secretary; and Frank T. Rhoad, Jr., 
and Mrs. Vera G. Scott, both of the de- 
partment of Christian social relations. 

The statement said: 


“We, the ministers of religion in the 
city of Baltimore, have been trying to 
help build here more of the brother- 
hood in which God has led us to be- 
lieve. ‘ 

“In the tragedy that occurred in 
Carroll Park in which a Negro boy was 
stabbed to death in a fight between 
Negro and white boys we see evidence 
of our common failure and sin. We 
humbly admit that part of the blame is 
ours. . 

“In our hearts, still not completely 
overcome, is some of the pride of race 
that expresses itself in prejudice against 
other races; in our own lives there 
has been an indifference to social condi- 
tions that helped to produce this out- 
break; we were called to be leaders for 
God in bringing the members of his 
family into mutual understanding and 
respect and trust—and we have failed. 

“In penitence we bow in the pres- 
ence of our common Father God and 
ask his forgiveness, believing that only 
to the humble and penitent will he give 
insight into what all of us, white and 
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colored together, should do in our city 
to right this wrong and to unite our 
citizens in mutual respect and in the 
mutual endeavor to make our city a 
good place in which to live and play 
and learn and work and worship for 
all the people.”’ 


Oxnam Asks Churches 
To End Segregation 


Atlanta, Ga. (RNS)—Christian 
churches must ‘“‘put an end’ to racial 
segregation and injustice and not 
merely “enunciate the same old plati- 
tudes about justice and brotherhood,” 
Methodist Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam of 
New York declared here. 


“We must find the concrete means 
for transforming the epochal ideas of 
religion into the realities of community 
life,” he told 500 educators and semi- 
nary students at Gammon Theological 
Seminary here. 


Bishop Oxman gave the inaugural ad- 
dress at the installation of Harry Van 
Buren Richardson as president of the 
seminary, a leading institution for the 
training of Negro ministers. 


The Methodist leader emphasized that 
Christ’s insistence on the infinite worth 
of man meant “the end of discrimina- 
tion and of acquiescence to inequality.” 


“Class and race and nation are con- 
cepts too small to unite mankind,” he 
continued. ‘We must have a larger 
concept, one of world family in which 
all men are brothers. All men are 
brothers whether we like it or no. And 
the church has to put an end to this 
business of segregation and injustice.”’ 


Bishup Oxman prefaced his remarks 
by saying that he had made up his mind 
“to speak honestly,’’ though appearing 
in a Southern state. He also criticized 
Northern ‘states for practicing racial 
segregation and _  discriminiation. sad | 
speak as one who has come out of 
sinning and I am not casting stones 
elsewhere,”’ he said. 


PICTURE OF THE MONTH* 





Jolson Sings Again 


It is not often that a film produced 
as a sequel to another achieves the 
same quality, either in content or pro- 
duction. In the case of ‘‘Jolson Sings 
Again”’ (Columbia), which begins where 
“The Jolson Story” left off, the new 
production surpasses its predecessor at 
every point. One of its interesting 
phases is that this film tells how the 
first one came to be. 

A man who, like Jolson, has won 
public adulation only to find himself 
later forgotten and unwanted, suffers 
a tremendous emotional set-back. He 
grasps at straws to boost his ego and 
to compensate for his disappointments. 
The script take note of these symptoms 
through the concern of Cantor and 
Mother Yoelson (Ludwig Donath and 
Tamara Shayne) for their son’s pur- 
suit of worldly pleasures. The family 
relationship is warm and deep, but 
never falls into sentimentality. When 
the mother dies and Jolson returns to 
the family home, he finds his father 
in the dignity and faith of his religion, 
pouring out his soul in worship and 
supplication to God: one of the highest 
moments of the film. 

This seems to be the turning point 
for Jolson. He sees the value of the 
unselfish life and goes on tours over 
the globe—-to entertain our service men. 
The old joy of the performer returns, 
with a difference: now he is happy 
mainly because he is procuring pleasure 
for others—the secret of true content- 
ment. A refreshing love element 
evolves when he meets an Army nurse 
(Barbara Hale), whom he later marries. 
It is through her courageous attitude 
toward life that his interest in sing- 
ing is renewed, that contacts are made 
which bring about the making of “The 
Jolson Story.” 

“The Jolson Story” was a huge suc- 
cess, as box-office reports show. We 
believe that this “story behind the 
story” is due for even greater apprecia- 
tion. It fills most of the requirements 
for a family picture: its emphasis is 
on the desirable, honest, decent, unsel- 
fish phases of family life. It passes 
up as unworthy or unimportant all 
phases of sophisticated living. There is 
a complete absence of drinking and so- 
called “high life.’”’ The feature, to us, 
is the dignity of the individual who 
finds his way through difficulty, to a 
sound re-adjustment to life and circum- 
stances. 

The music embodies many of the 
favorite songs in Jolson’s repertoire and 
will prove a new delight to those who 
have enjoyed them through the years. 
FOR: Adults, Young People, Children 


*Chosen by the Protestant Motion 
Picture Council. 
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EDITORIAL 


In the Building of Churches, 








O Lord, How Long? 


Present tendencies in church expan- 
sion and building, in all too many quar- 
ters, make us sigh, ‘‘How long, O Lord, 
before we learn the sorry lesson of the 
price of pride and self-centeredness in 
the building of our churches?” 

Among these tendencies there are 
several which, it is fervently wished, 
had been learned by observing the pain- 
ful errors of a past generation. 

1. One of these is the failure to use 
competent help in the planning of such 
buildings. In many situations, expert 
counsel can show how adaptations can 
be made which can utilize expensive 
equipment which is used no more than 
an hour or two a week to a far greater 
advantage without building more. Or, 
expensive construction which becomes 
sheer extravagance can give way, under 
the right leadership, to commonsense 
and a more Christlike witness to the 
real values of the church. 

All over the landscape are churches 
which are eyesores inside or out, or 
both, because incompetent architects or 
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builders were given complete freedom 
based on the aforementioned inadequate 
studies. The waste of funds which have 
been contributed in such cases from the 
point of view of genuine Christian stew- 
ardship is utterly inexcusable. 

2. Equally distressing has been and 
continues to be the location of churches 
without regard to the greater needs of 
the Kingdom of God. All too seldom 
do we find a congregation which sets 
out to seek and to find what, from all 
possible considerations, will be to the 
greatest possible advantage of the 
church-at-large. Therefore, churches 
are closed or re-located or established 
de novo (1) because a lot is available, 
or (2) a lot is offered at a bargain, or 
(3) the particular church can put it- 
self in a higher membership bracket 
even though the total advance is re- 
tarded, or (4) without expert studies, 
inexperienced men, or one man, will 
look out over a territory and say ‘‘Here 
is where it ought to be.” 

May God pity us for such frightful 
extravagance and for such shortsighted 
planning. May he also stab us awake 
to see not only what grievous errors men 
made a generation ago but also what we 
keep on making today. 

There would seem to be one continu- 
ing cause of this error. Congregations 
have not been inspired to look beyond 
themselves and to realize that the way 
they build, or where they build, is far 
more than their own problem. It has 
an influence beyond their small borders. 
Not realizing this, they follow what Dr. 
Fosdick once called, in a great sermon, 
“The Wrong Way to Build a Church.” 
His text for that sermon, by the way, 
was from the story of the Tower of 
Babel where men said (watch the pro- 
nouns), ‘‘Let US build a city and a tower 
whose top may reach unto heaven... . 
Let US make US a name... .”’ 


Us Four and No More 


From a church bulletin on the Sunday 
following Worldwide Communion Day: 

= | ena congregation is very 
careful not to conform to the ecumeni- 
cal strategy of Universal Communion 
Sunday. This is undoubtedly a part of 
the Neo-Catholicism promoted by the 
ambitious Federal Council of Churches 
to further its purpose of Worldwide 
Union—and Worldwide Domination.”’ 

In serene aloofness, this congregation, 
off to itself, had its own communion 
service. 


Could Such a Man Be Elected? 


Newbold Morris, candidate for the 
office of Mayor of New York, recently 
issued a statement opposing the use of 
public funds for private and parochial 
schools and endorsing the Barden bill. 
In doing so, he said: 


“T want very much to be Mayor of 
the City of New York, but if the price 
of becoming Mayor is giving up con- 
victions or selling my soul. I would pre- 
fer to remain in private life. 


The Reorganization 


13. OFFICE OF THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY, Contd. 


We have seen that, under the re- 
organization, the Office of the General 
Assembly, now located in Atlanta 
(Henry Grady Building), will (1) ad- 
minister the General Fund through its 
Finance Division, (2) enlarge the work 
of the trustees of the General Assembly, 
(3) counsel the Stated Clerk in his 
work, (4) operate a Warehouse and 
Shipping Division for the agencies. 

This office already has more relation- 
ship to the Assembly’s Committee on 
the Minister and His Work than does 
any other agency. A good many peo- 
ple feel that an enlarged leadership 
might well be assigned to the As- 
sembly’s office in this particular. The 
reorganization does not do so; in fact, 
its paragraph on this work is hurriedly 
passed over, probably because it is 
highly involved and filled with perplex- 
ing dilemmas which no one seems to 
know how to resolve. The office will 
continue to provide to vacant churches, 
upon request, lists of ministers who 
might be available or sympathetic to 
a call. These also go to presbytery 
commissions on the Minister and His 
Work. Almost everyone will admit that 
something better than is now being done 
needs to be done in making more effec- 
tive the transfer of ministers and the 
filling of vacant pastorates. 

The Permanent Judicial Committee, 
is included under the Office of the Gen- 
eral Assembly. This committee has 
nine members. The Assembly author- 
izes the Stated Clerk to pass on routine 
questions which come to the office and 
to refer any about whose legality there 
is any question to the Judicial Commit- 
tee which shall make proper recommen- 
dations to the General Assembly. 

One significant action in this regard, 
in the light of litigation on the part 
of some church agencies in recent 
years, was the adoption of this provi- 
sion: “No church court and no chureh 
agency (shall) enter into civil courts 
of the several states or the Federal 
yovernment without first securing the 
counsel and advice of the Permanent 
Judicial Committee.” 

The Permanent Commitee on Cooper- 
ation and Union, with one elected mem- 
ber from each synod, continues sepa- 
rately but receives financial support 
through the General Fund administered 
by the Office of the General Assembly. 
Limitation of tenure on this committee, 
as on others, was also voted by the 
Assembly. Certain enlargement of re- 
sponsibility was given the committee by 
the last Assembly as it assigned ‘‘those 
policies and programs of cooperation 
between the Presbyterian Church, US. 
and interdenominational organizations 
and other denominations, except when 
such cooperation” is a natural responsi- 
bility of another Assembly’s agency. 
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For example, relations to the Foreign 
Missions Conference of North America 
belong to the Board of World Missions, 
and the Board of Woman’s Work will 
be responsible for relations to the 
United Council of Church Women. 
Other types of cooperation, however, 
will be directed by this committee. 
These include the American Bible So- 
ciety, Comity with the Associate Re- 
formed Presbyterian Church, and Re- 
formation Day, each of which before 
had separate committees. In addition, 


the Cooperation and Union Committee 
will be responsible for relations to the 
World Council of Churches, the Fed- 
eral Council, the Alliance of Reformed 
Churches (Presbyterian Alliance), and 
perhaps others. Financial support for 
these respective bodies will be provided 
from the General Fund. All these are 
in addition to previously assigned re- 
sponsibilities in the field of Presbyte- 
rian cooperation and union. 

NEXT WEEK— Moderator of the 
General Assembly. 





THE BEST ARE VULNERABLE 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“Alexander the coppersmith did me 
great harm.”—II Timothy 4:14. 


O ONE is safe from a “smart 

Alex.” Not even Paul could be 

beheaded in peace without an 
Alexander the coppersmith (whoever he 
was) to add another wretchedness to 
his last days. 


Let us take Paul at his word. This 
coppersmith had really done him harm; 
not intended to do so, or tried, or pre- 
tended, or only apparently injured him, 
but really did Paul harm and a lot of it. 
Characteristically, what irked Paul most 
was not bodily injury, for we never hear 
of his feeling resentful toward the 
soldiers who bound him, the jailers who 
beat him, or the mobs that battered him. 
But when men opposed his message, 
when it was said that he had no right 
to speak as a representative of Christ, 
when anything was said about himself, 
his qualifications, viewpoint, friends or 
ideas, which tended to belittle his au- 
thority and discount his message, Paul 
grew rapidly hot. Any reader of Gala- 
tians or of II Corinthians can see for 
himself how distressed. puzzled and 
angry, by turns, Paul became when his 
message was opposed. One of Paul’s 
summaries of his work was ‘We per- 
suade men’’; and whenever he found 
that others were trying to de-persuade 
his converts or to render his prospects 
immune to persuasion by whispering 
campaigns of some sort, he felt—,and 
rightly—tthat the cause of Christ was 
at stake. He felt no tenderness toward 
those who sowed tares in his fields. 


This particular smart Alex came to 
grief. Although Paul was a gentleman 
and did not go into details about Alex- 
ander’s doings, it was really a sad fate 
for that coppersmith that his one claim 
to fame was the fact that he had done 
harm to one of God’s saints. Alex- 
ander takes his place in the Bible 
rogues’ gallery along with Cain and 
Amalek and Eglon and Pilate and others 
—all whose sole reason for being re- 
membered is that they did harm to im- 
measurably greater men than them- 
selves. 
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HE BEST are vulnerable. Abel 

had his Cain, Noah his Ham, 

David his Doeg, yes and Jesus his 
Judas. Unless one takes the position 
that whatever is, is right, then such 
men do real harm. Some good that 
might have been, was not. Some evil 
that need not have been, came to pass. 
The best that the best men could do 
would have been better still, had it not 
been for these pawns of the devil. It 
is so all through history. Can the 
reader name a hero, a benefactor of the 
human race, be he missionary, explorer, 
scientist, educator, publicist, statesman, 
or even a simple doer of good in a small 
neighborhood, who never found him- 
self sniped at, who had no enemies, no 
one at all to oppose, thwart, ridicule or 
frustrate him at any point? One can 
walk into the offices of a hundred col- 
lege presidents, governors or ministers, 
and in a heart-to-heart talk discover 
that they have dreams which are not be- 
ing fulfilled, not because they dream 
foolishly, not that they themselves lack 
will or skill, but because some Alex- 
ander the coppersmith has been stand: 
ing across the road. 

There is no defence against Alex- 
ander. Perverse and wrong-headed and 
stubborn as he is, he often thinks he is 
doing God service. And he has a numer- 
ous progeny, who are always with us. 
One can take comfort, as Paul did, in 
the thought of God’s final judgment. 
But still the harm can be done, and will 
be done, no doubt till that happy era 
when all such men have been rounded 
up in one corral where they can take 
turns working on one another. 


EANWHILE, Paul’s example is 
M still good. Everywhere he 

went, in Antioch, Iconium, 
Lystra, the long line of cities where he 
preached Christ, everywhere he found 
someone against him. Everywhere, he 
could doubtless have accomplished more 
without the nagging opposition. He 
was no Elijah. He blasted Elymas out 
of his way in no time, but on most of 
his enemies he called down no lightning 
from on high. He just kept on his way, 
doing so much good that his enemies 
never caught up with him. 


The business man makes up for losses 
by greater profits. The general makes 
up for lost battles by successful cam- 
paigns. It is not the red items but the 
final balance of the ledger that counts. 
Alexander the coppersmith does what 
he pleases, and his harm may be great; 
but Paul does what God pleases .. . and 
that makes all the difference in the 
world. 


WE PRESBYTERIANS 





By Arthur V. Boand 





Good Service in 
Missouri 


Frequently in.the news from the 
churches notes from the Synod of Mis- 
souri is a news item from the Presby- 
tery of Upper Missouri signed by H. V. 
McColloch, stated clerk of the presby- 
tery. 

But who, pray, is this H. V. McColloch 
and whence did he come? Most Mis- 
souri Presbyterians of the Synod of 
Missouri, US, probably think he is one 
of their own dyed-in-the-wool Southern 
Presbyterians. It is only natural that 
they should think so, for Mac has been 
sticking around in the Synod, lo these 
many years. In fact, just about all of 
his pastorates since his graduation from 
Princeton Seminary some thirty years 
ago have been in the Southern Church. 
Yet to the Princeton men of his day, H. 
V. McColloch was not a Southern Pres- 
byterian. 

Born in the Synod of Kansas, a grad- 
uate of the University of Kansas and of 
Princeton Theological Seminary, Mac 
was licensed and ordained by the Pres- 
bytery of Topeka, USA. Yet, not a 
single one of his pastorates from the 
day of his ordination until now, has 
been in the USA Church. He was a 
stranger and we took him in, and never 
once have the Presbyterians of Missouri 
regretted that they extended a call to 
quiet, conservative, sweet-spirited, and 
consecrated H. V. McColloch from their 
sister church and their sister Synod of 
Kansas. 

Most of Mac’s churches in Missouri 
have been the smaller churches, his 
longest pastorate of eleven years being 
in the Memphis church, but in every in- 
stance his leadership has been a source 
of blessing and inspiration to his peo- 
ple. Even in his seminary days, his 
presence on the campus was an inspira- 
tion to his fellow-students, for there was 
a wholesomeness about his personality 
that was most refreshing and stimulat- 
ing. We did not expect Mac to turn 
the world upside down, and he has not, 
but we did expect him to have a sound, 
solid and substantial ministry, and that 
he has had for thirty years, come next 
April. If the USA Church is educating 
other H. V. McCollochs in its seminaries 
we would like to have a half-dozen or 
more of them in the Synod of Texas, 
US, and we would share a few with the 
Synod of Missouri. 








CHURCH NEWS 





Memphis Ministers 


Barred from Movie 


Tennessee News Letter 


“Lost Boundaries,” a film banned by 
the Memphis board of censors in Au- 
gust, was recently scheduled for a pri- 
vate showing with the city’s clergymen 
invited to attend. At the last minute 
this showing was cancelled and the 
ministers, unaware of the cancellation, 
stood in the rain outside the locked 
doors of the theatre until notified of 
the development. Lloyd T. Binford, 
chairman of the censors, explained that 
“it was simply a legal proposition since 
the film had already been banned. The 


law is clear on that. It says that no 
exhibitor shall show any film that is 
lewd, lascivious or inimical to public 
health, welfare or morals. This, of 
course, comes under welfare.’”’ ‘‘Lost 


Boundaries” is the story of a Negro 
doctor and his family whv live as whites 
in a New England town. (RNS) 


Project Seeks to Make Nashville 
Nation’s Most Beautiful Capitol 


Plans for a multi-million dollar devel- 
opment project to transform Nashville 
into one of the nation’s most beautiful 
capitols have been launched. Mayor 
Thomas L. Cummings says that this 
long-range undertaking will be jointly 
financed by city, state and Federal gov- 
ernment. Keystone of the project is a 
four-lane boulevard originating at a pro- 
posed $2,000,000 bridge spanning the 
Cumberland River, and circling behind 
the capitol to connect with a proposed 
new expressway. Within the semi- 
circle formed by the Boulevard are 
planned modernistic state office build- 
ings, glass-enclosed low-cost housing 
units, and green parks and gardens 
covering the 60-acre area now teeming 
with slum dwellings. 


Shows at Memphis Fair 
Condemned by Ministers 


Many of the sideshows at the recent 
Mid-South Fair in Memphis were con- 
demned by Memphis pastors as ‘“‘filthy 
and degraded exhibitions’ and as ‘‘de- 
praved, degenerate and vicious beyond 
description.”’ The city association 
adopted the resolution in these terms 
by unanimous vote. Milton F. Hill, of 
the First Southern Methodist church, 
who introduced the resolution, said the 
shows would have been a disgrace to 
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wan lives, 
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any mining town in the Far West and 
“T think we are all under a shadow 
until we do something to prevent such 
shows from ever coming to Memphis 
again.”” One minister said the fact 
that the shows were not closed until 
just before the fair closed only suc- 
ceeded in giving them added publicity. 


Meharry Medical College 
Benefits from Regional Plan 


The regional plan for graduate and 
professional education for Negroes is 
making progress. Under the leadership 
of Dr. Ives of the University of North 
Carolina the Meharry Medical College 
in Nashville has been organized as the 
largest Negro medical school-in the world, 
with an average of 500 students. This 
school will be the largest beneficiary 
under the regional plan. If the plan 
had failed it is thought that the school 
would have been forced to close. Reli- 
able reports have it that the Rosenwald 
Fund was influential in the success of 
the project. 


Leaders Urge Early Building 
Of New Hospital for Negroes 


Prominent Memphians are urging 
immediate construction of the city’s 
all-Negro hospital, for which bonds were 
voted two years ago. C. Arthur Bruce, 
hardwood lumberman, recently joined 
others in insisting upon this. Said Mr. 
Bruce: “I don’t see why the city is 
marking time. The voters have ap- 
proved the $750,000 bond issue and the 
institution is badly needed.” Sidney 
Farnsworth, a trustee of the John 
Gaston Hospital, and Caffey Robertson, 
president of the Chamber of Commerce, 
have also joined in the movement to 
get action. Dr. R. Earl Bland, vice- 
president of the Bluff City Medical So- 
ciety (Negro), said, ‘“‘Young Negro doc- 
tors view Memphis as a professional 
graveyard, due to the lack of training 
facilities. A newly-graduated Negro 
doctor or nurse is reluctant to come to 
Memphis because the present facilities 
offer little opportunity for professional 
development.”’ Recent figures show that 





Agnes Scott 
College 


Its location in Greater Atlanta 
offers unusual opportunities for 
specialized training, entertain- 
ment, and placement after gradu- 
ation. Agnes Scott students may 
take journalism, business adminis- 
tration, and other subjects at 
Emory University. 

For literature or other informa- 
tion, address 


President J. R. McCain, 


Agnes Scott College, 
Decatur, Georgia. 
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The Church Paper 
CAUSES INCREASED GIVING 


“In the congregation of which I 
was a pastor for 26 years an effort 
was made, with some success, to put 
a church paper into each home. One 
result was an encouraging increase 
in missionary giving. ... Each year 
I take a small amount out of my tithe 
to pay subscriptions for some people 
who would not otherwise receive the 
paper. To me it is the Lord’s work.” 


for 
50,000 by ’50 
Join the One-A-Year Club (Page 11) 











there are only 41 registered Negro 
physicians in Shelby County, compared 
with 656 white doctors, although the 
county’s population is about 40 per cent 
Negro. 


Civil Service Commission 
Opposes Governor's Firing 


The state Civil Service Commission 
recently struck at what it called the 
“firing policies” of the Browning admin- 
istration. After a two-day meeting the 
commissioner directed the reinstatement 
of two workers in the office of the Lewis 
County Welfare board and scheduled 
further hearings. Meanwhile Mrs. E. 
B. Powers of Knoxville, head of the 
Tennessee League of Women Voters, 
wrote the commissioner urging him to 
take the initiative in overcoming “‘seri- 
ous deficiencies” in the present system. 


Want Memphis College to Be 
Made a State University 


Since the state universities of a half- 
dozen other states are nearer Memphis 
than the Tennessee State University at 
Knoxville, a committee of prominent 
Memphians has launched a campaign to 
have Memphis State College elevated 
to university rank. Starting next June 
the state board of education has 
directed the college to offer work for 
a Master of Education degree. 


Failure to Sign Property 
Lien Forfeits Assistance 


Approximately 1,500 recipients of 
old-age assistance in Tennessee are to 
be eliminated from the rolls for failure 
to sign a lien on their property, as 
required by a law passed by the 1949 
legislature. State Welfare Commis- 
sioner J. O. McMahan said they would 
be slashed from the rolls after the Octo- 
ber checks are mailed. The liens give 
the state a claim against the property 
of the recipients to the amount of public 
assistance they receive prior to their 
death. 


Cardinal Urges Fight Against 
Un-Christian Practices in USA 


Practical Christian living is the 
West’s most powerful weapon against 
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Once-a-year invitation 
to become a member of the 


ONE-A-YEAR CLUB 


Before November 15 passes you will want to join (or renew your mem- 
bership in) our One-a-Year Club. 


NEVER BEFORE has it been more important for more of our people 
to be well informed about important issues before our church. Great values 
are at stake. Only an alert and inspired leadership will be sufficient for the 
task ahead. 


Think of some... 
—elder 
—deacon 
—young married couple in the church 
—leading young person, at home or away at college 
—churehwoman with large responsibilities 


—teacher of an Adult Sunday school class 


THEN take advantage of our special offer shown below and accomplish 
two objectives: (1) Establish your 1949 membership in our One-a-Year 
Club, and (2) Provide up-to-date information for this responsible church 
worker. It will be greatly appreciated. 


OUR SPECIAL: 34 Weeks for $2° 


(*Introductory Offer to NEW subscribers only) 


This will also help toward the important goal of the Men of the Chureh— 


50,000 


New Subscribers to Church Papers This Year 


plus one plus one plus one plus one plus one plus one plus one plus one plus 


TO 
THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, 
1 NORTH SIXTH STREET, RICHMOND 19, VIRGINIA 
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new subscriber with the compliments of: 


[ ] I enclose check, money order, cash, amounting to $....... ;{ }) Bal 
me later. 


Introductory Offer to NEW subscribers, $2 for 34 weeks. 


Regular subscription is $4 a year, $7.50 for 2 years. 
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*Pulpit and Choir: 
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RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 
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BELHAVEN 
COLLEGE 


For Women 
Meets— 
The Demands of Parents 
The Needs of Students 
Maintains— 
Christian Atmosphere 
Well-rounded Educational Pro- 
gram 
Moderate Expense 
Write: 
G. T. Gillespie, President, 
Jackson, Mississippi. 








Davis and Elkins College 
sand Elkins Colleg 
Elkins, West Virginia 
A four-year college for men and 

women. 

Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 

Emphasizes Christian Character 
and thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the individual 


student. 
Beautiful campus; bracing cli- 
mate: modern buildings; excellent 


equipment. 

A splendidly trained faculty of 
Christian men and women. 

A good place for an investment.. 


R. B. PURDUM, President 











Build and Equip Now Under 


Broadway Plan Church Finance 





and continue to build as long as you 
can reach your possibilities. 

The method contemplates the issu- 
ance of 5 per cent semi-annual inter- 
est coupon bonds maturing serially 
over 13 years. 

They build and equip the church and 
at the same time constitute a safe, 
dependable investment for the mem- 
bers and others. 


Full information furnished on request. 
BROADWAY PLAN 


1408 Sterling Bldgz., 
Houston, Texas, 
J. S. Bracewell, Director. 


atheistic Communism, according to Sam- 
uel Cardinal Stritch, Archbishop of 
Chicago. The Roman Catholic prelate 
spoke before 8,000 persons at an annual 
Catholic rally in Memphis where Ne- 
groes and whites took part—-an un- 
precedented event for Ellis Auditorium. 
The cardinal warned that true Chris- 
tians must not be wholly concerned 
about un-Christian practices behind the 
Iron Curtain, but most devote attention 
to similar practices here at home. 
(RNS) 


Place of Church-Related 


Colleges Is Emphasized 


John Dale Russell, director of the 
division of higher education in the U. S. 
Office of Education, told educational 
officials at the annual institute at Scar- 
Nashville, that church- 
related colleges should be expanded to 
care for increased enrollments and he 
indicated that the establishment of com- 
munity colleges (which might also be 
church-related) might be accelerated in 
(RNS) 


ritt college, 


event of a depression. 


American Legion Sponsors 
Teach-Children-Religion Plan 


Tennessee American Legionnaires are 
devoting two months to a _ statewide 
“Teach Children Religion’ campaign. 
Part of the program is to place pla- 
cards in offices and churches aimed at 
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Presbyterian Junior College 


Standard two-year college courses 
leading to A. A. or A. S. degree. Pre- 
paratory courses for tenth, eleventh, 
and twelfth grades. Business Admin- 
istration . One and two year commer- 
cial courses. Flying, Athletics. 
Thorough Instruction. Personal At- 
tention. Summer School, 


Box B-8, Maxton. North Carolina 














i FOLDING C LSS 


FOLDING oo tof oy TABLES 


\, te] AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 
es WL Ta 


DEPT. 71 SCRANTON 2,PA. 








awakening people to the need for moral 
and spiritual training on the part of 
their children. The placards say, “No 
child has a chance who hasn’t been 
taught to pray and love God.” (RNS) 


LANDERN CHILDERS. 
Memphis. 


MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

Charles R. McCain, who has been 
studying at Edinburg, Scotland, during 
the past two years and traveling in 
Europe and the Near East, has accepted 
a call to the Canton, Miss., church effec- 
tive October 30. 

Chester A. Galloway from Avenel, N. 
J., to 230 Main St., Matawan, N. J. 

A. Merrell Keith, formerly of Bunn- 
level, N. C., has been installed as pas- 
tor of the Kirkwood church, Atlanta, 
Ga. 

Harold D. Hayward, formerly of New 
Vernon, N. J., and the Dutch Reformed 
Church, is the new pastor of the Pro- 
vidence church, Route 1, Matthews, 
N. C. 

Robert P. Douglass, Third church, 
Houston, Texas, will become pastor of 
the Aberdene church (to be organized 
Oct. 30) in Preston Hollow, a fast-grow- 
ing suburb of Dallas, December 1. 


ENGAGEMENT 

The engagement of George Harriss 
Ricks, Miami Shores church, Miami, Fla., 
and Sarah Dudley Whitmore, Thomas- 
ville, N. C., daughter of the J. Harry 
Whitmores, has been announced. 


AT CAMBRIDGE 

James L. Price, Jr., student at Trinity 
Hall, University of Cambridge, England, 
has moved from Jesters Castle, to No. 
8 Westminister College Bounds, Cam- 
bridge. Now in his second year of 
graduate study there, Mr. Price’s dis- 
sertation (under C. H. Dodd) is ‘“‘New 
Testament Materials for a Christian 
Philosophy of History.” Mr. Price is 
also enrolled in Westminister College, 
the seminary of the Presbyterian Church 
of England, Cambridge. 


DEATH 








Walter McS. Buchanan, 81, died in 
Santa Barbara, Calif., Oct. 14. Dr. 
Buchanan was a Presbyterian, US, mis- 


sionary to Japan from 1895 to 1938. 
In addition to his wife, he is survived 
by six children, one of whom, Percy, is 
also a missionary to Japan, though now 
in this country. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





God Comforts His People 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 6 


Isaiah 40:27-31; 41:10-13; 61:1-3. 


Our previous studies during this quar- 
ter have been taken from the book of 
Isaiah, who is commonly regarded as 
the greatest of all the Old Testament 
prophets. There is a question as to 
whether chapters 40-66 of the book 
which bears his name were written by 
this prophet, or by a subsequent prophet 
or prophets who followed in the same 
general tradition. The Bible itself does 
not inform us. It does not state any- 
where that these final chapters were 
actually the words of Isaiah. Almost 
all modern students have come to the 
conclusion that Isaiah 40-55 were 
written by a later prophet, spoken of 
for convenience as the second Isaiah 
(perhaps a disciple of the actual Isaiah) 
and that section 56-66 was written by 
still a third prophet. 

The chief reason for holding this 
conviction is that the original Isaiah 
prophesied during the days of Jotham, 
Ahaz and Hezekiah, 150 years before 
Judah was finally carried captive by 
the Babylonians. The second and third 
Isaiahs seem to have written after the 
captivity. If we are not willing to ac- 
cept such a theory, then we must imag- 
ine that Isaiah himself wrote a message 
that was unintelligible for a century 
and a half, that he projected himself 
into a historical setting that was still 
far into the future and prohesied as 
though the future were the present. 

At any rate we cannot understand 
this portion of God’s word unless we 
keep in mind that it was written for a 
people who had suffered in captivity for 
many years. The first generation was 
passing away. The people as a whole 
were losing faith in the promises of 
deliverance that had been made by the 
earlier prophets. Under these circum- 
stances, a new prophet, probably a dis- 
ciple of Isaiah, comes to the fore and 
delivers the message recorded in Isaiah 
40-55. The aim of the prophecy Js to 
console and hearten the exiles in Baby- 
lon and also the dejected inhabitants 
who had not been deported from Judah. 


Il. God Renews our Strength, 40:27-31 


The prophet begins with words of 
comfort—‘Comfort ye, comfort ye my 
people, saith your God.’ The exile 
will soon end, God has forgiven his 
people (vss. 1-2) and will soon bring 
them back to the promised land (vss. 
3-11). The God who will accomplish 
this is the God who sits high above 
the earth, the Creator and sustainer 
of all he surveys, who brings princes 
to nought and makes the judges of the 
earth as vanity (12-26). 
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Some of the exiles were not impressed 
by Isaiah’s message. It was too good 
to be true. God had evidently for- 
gotten them. If God were righteous 
and if he were all powerful, as Isaiah 
claimed, he would have delivered them 
long ago. For whatever Judah’s sins, 
Babylon, which had destroyed Jeru- 
salem, and carried most of the nation 
into captivity, was infinitely worse. 
This was a doubt which has infectea 
many a man from that day to this. 
Why does God allow men to suffer so? 
{f he is like Jesus and if he is at the 
same time the sovereign ruler of the 
universe, why should not wickedness be 
cast down and righteousness exalted? 

The prophet replies: “Why sayest 
chou, O Jacob and speakest thou, O 
Israel, My way (i. e., my fortune, 
destiny or fate) is hid from God and 
the justice due to me is passed away 
from my God.” Notice how much 
clearer the Revised Version is here than 
the King James version. 

Those who are tempted to despair 
ought to know that the God whose 
power reaches through all the earth 
(‘the Creator of the ends of the earth’’) 
and unto the end of time (‘‘the Everlast- 
ing God’’), the Covenant God (Jehovah, 
R. V., Lord, King James version), who 
has blessed Israel in the past and will 
continue to do so in the future, does 
not faint or grow weary as men do 
whose strength is soon exhausted, and 
whose purpose so quickly flags. They 
ought to recognize also that man who 
is ignorant and finite, and whose vision 
is limited to a mere pinpoint in space 
and time, can never comprehend the 
purposes which such a God is seek- 
ing to effect. A two-year-old child cer- 
tainly cannot understand why his par- 
ents treat him so; no more can man 
understand the workings of the divine 
Providence. 

But there is one thing that every 
one of us can learn to know in his own 
experience, and that is that God ‘giveth 
power to the faint; and to him that 
hath no might be increaseth strength.” 
The Creator God, who has unlimited 
power at his disposal, allows us to draw 
from that infinite store, but let us not 
forget that we have to learn to tap that 
store in order to make use of it. Some 
Christians go through life, weak and 
dispirited, succumbing to temptation 
again and again, constantly fretted, and 
often afraid, never experiencing the joy, 
the power, the radiance of triumphant 
Christian living, because they have 
never learned to draw upon that power 
which is available for them. 


In the closing verses of this chap- 
ter Isaiah pictures what this creative 
power of God means to those who have 
learned to wait on him. Natural 
strength, at its best, is soon exhausted 
—even young men in all their vigor, 
will discover that in time, but they 
that wait for Jehovah shall renew their 
strength (i. e., acquire new strength, 
literally exchange strength); they shall 
mount up with wings as eagles; they 
shall run and not be weary; they shall 
walk and not faint. 

To some, the order of these clauses 
—to soar, to run, to walk, seems anti- 
climactic. Perhaps the prophet refers 
to the different ages of man—to youth 
when one is borne aloft on wings of 
faith and hope; to maturity, when one 
runs toward his goal; to old age when 
one slows down to a walk. Or maybe, 
as George Adam Smith suggests, he 
refers to the three stages through 
which we ordinarily pass as we seek 
to achieve any great end. ‘‘First, the 
ideal, and then the rush at it with 
passionate eye, and then the daily 
trudge onward, when its splendor has 
faded from the view, but is all the more 
closely wrapped around the heart.’ 
Perhaps he refers to our alternating 
moods. There are times when we soar; 
times when we run, but most of the 
time we just plod along. God’s strength 
is available in every case—for those 
who wait on him. 

To wait on God does not mean to do 
nothing, to sit ‘‘on the roadside thumb- 
ing a ride in God’s train.’”’ It means to 
look to him in prayer and then to wait 
for his answer, to wait expectantly, 
ready and willing to do our part when 
God has thus revealed it to us. We 
must thus wait over and over again. 
“No one can eat enough at one meal 
to last for weeks,’’ writes Daniel Russell 
in Meditations for Men. ‘No one can 
sleep enough at one time to last for 
days. Both things must be done over 
and over as long as life lasts and, for 
best results, as regularly as possible.’ 
So in our spiritual life. We need to 
seek renewal of our moral and spirit- 
ual strength in the presence of God day 
after day. 


“Lord, what a change within us one 
short hour 
Spent in thy presence will avail to 
make; 
What heavy burdens from our bosoms 
take! 
What parched grounds refresh as with 
a shower! 
We kneel, and all around us seems 
to lower; 
We rise, and all, the distant and the 
near, 
Stands forth in sunny outline, brave 
and clear; 
We kneel, how weak! we rise, how 
full of power! 
Why, therefore, should we do ourselves 
this wrong, 
Or others that we are not always 
strong— 
That we are sometimes overborne with 
care— 
That we should ever weak or heartless 
be, 
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Anxious or troubled- 
prayer, 

And joy and strength and courage are 
with Thee?” 


—RICHARD C. TRENCH. 


when with us is 


Il. God Removes Our Fears, 41:10-13 


The 41st chapter of Isaiah was writ- 
ten at a time when Persia, under the 
leadership of Cyrus the Great, was 
rapidly becoming the dominant world 
power. All people were trembling in 
fear of what might happen to them 
(‘the isles’? mean for Isaiah the remote 
coast lands of Asia Minor) (1-5). In 
a state of hopeless panic most of them 
could do nothing but look for succor 
from the idols which they had made 
with their own hands (6-7). 

Isaiah teaches that those who believe 
in God should 
paralyzing fear. God, as he had pre- 
viously indicated, is the Creator of the 


not give away to such 


World, and the providential Ruler of 
the universe. Israelities must not think 
that matters have gotten out of his 


control. God has raised up Cyrus to do 
his bidding, and to aid in carrying out 
his eternal purposes (vss. 1-4). 


God has not forgotten his chosen 
people. “Fear thou not,” therefore, 
“for | am with thee. ..” That was 


the fact which so many of the Israeli- 
ites overlooked. They thought that 
when they have been carried into cap- 
tivity God had been left behind in 
Palestine. They forgot, as we so often 
do, in times of great sorrow, that God 
is always present, and always ready 
to aid. “I will strengthen thee. . .I 
will help thee. .I will uphold thee.” 
Of course there “if” implied. 
They must do their part, remain faith- 
ful to God, and worship him 
than the idols to which their 
bors bowed. That is still the 
tion. The only difference 
idols which we 


was an 


rather 
neigh- 
condi- 
is that the 
tempted to 
idols 


are wor- 
made with 
they are the idols of ma- 
terial success, of worldly popularity, of 
things which we 


ship 
men’s hands 


are no longer 


can make with our 
hands, and the like. 
Isaiah predicted that the nations 


which had oppressed Israel, the nations 
which had no values but material values, 
would perish (11-12), while Israel, the 
Chosen nation, which had entered into 
a covenant with 
(8-9). So it 


would survive 
Shortly 


God, 


came to pass. 


after these words were written Babylon, 
which had destroyed Jerusalem and 
carried the people into captivity, fell 
before the onslaught of Cyrus; the Jews 
were allowed to return to their own 
land; and the people themselves, and 
the values for which they stood, still 
survive. 

As we comtemplate the possible con- 
sequences of another World War we 
need to have faith in Isaiah’s God, the 
God who has revealed himself more 
fully through Jesus Christ. If we have 
such faith we certainly shall not give 
away to our fears as those who see no 
moral purpose running through the 
universe. 

We need faith also in our personal 
lives. “Are you strong enough and 
big enough and brave enough to dis- 
pense with religion and its help?” asks 
Charles F. Aked. ‘“‘Can you do without 
God? Are you so certainly the master 
of your fate, the captain of your soul, 
and are you so confident that you al- 
will be, that you can afford to 
despise or ignore the eternal promises 
of God? I know too well that multi- 
tudinous conflicts and buffetings of 
fortune wait for every one of us before 
we come to the last fight of all, the 
last and the best, to make light of man’s 
need of God. And when [ ask you: 
‘Can you face it all without religion?’— 
the answer which | offer is: How fool- 
ish of you to try! Here is comfort 
in every sorrow, companionship in all 
loneliness, power for the revitalization 
of every dropping energy, courage, in- 
spiration, and immortal hope. Being 
what you are—men, and not impossible 
creatures of flawless perfection—it is 
and folly to spurn the out- 
stretched hand of God——‘Fear thou not, 
for I am with thee; be not dismayed, 
thy God; [| will strengthen 
yea I will help thee, yea I will 
uphold thee...’ (The Upward Look, 

edited by Harold G. Black). 


ways 


tragedy 


for I am 


thee, 


Ill. God Promises His Spirit, 61:1-3 


The speaker here is the prophet, who 


has a message for the exiles and also 
for those who have remained behind 
in Palestine. He feels that he has a 


divine commission to 
ings to the meek, i. e., 


borne 


bring good tid- 
those who had 
the trials which had 
come upon them; to bind up the broken 
hearted—those who had retained their 


patiently 
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faith in God, but had no hope for de- 
liverance; to proclaim liberty to the 
exiles, who for so many years had lived 
as captives in a foreign land, and the 
opening of the prison to them that were 
confined. The year of God’s favor 
which the prophet foresaw was the 
year when the Jews would be allowed 
to return to their homes; the day of 
God’s vengeance would be the day when 
Babylon would suffer defeat at the 
hands of their enemies. This day came 
when Cyrus overthrew the Babylonian 
empire and set all their captives free. 
In that day the weak and dispiritea 
people who had not been taken into 
exile and clung to a precarious life 
in their old homes (those who mourn 
in Zion) would anoint themselves with 
oil (a symbol of joy), exchange their 
mourning garments for holiday clothes, 
and be as firmly planted in their lands 
as the evergreens, which never lost their 
strength. 

It was something like this which the 
prophet himself must have had in mind. 
But his hopes were only partially real- 
ized in the return from captivity. Men 
continued to hope that the time woulda 
come when a greater prophet would 
bring a fuller realization. They came 
to realize that the mission which the 
prophet had assumed could be accom- 
plished only by the Messiah, who had 
received in good measure the Spirit of 
the living God. 

Finally the time came when Jesus 
stood in the synagogue at Nazareth, 
and, having read these words of the 
prophet (but stopping after “the year 
of Jehovah’s favor’’), said, ‘“‘Today this 
scripture has been fulfilled in your hear- 
ing.”’ Not tomorrow, or some other time 
in the future, but today, through me. 

Is it a spiritual fulfillment that he 
has in mind, or something more? He 
does release the captives of sin, he 
does recover the sight of those who are 
horn spiritually blind, he does set at 
liberty those who are oppressed by 
their failures, or by their own neuroses. 
But he also opened the eyes of the 
physically blind when he was here in 
the flesh and in his preaching he struck 
at the selfishness which causes much of 
man’s poverty and physical suffering. 
Through his followers in every age he 
has continued to free the enslaved and 
the oppressed. 

The Kingdom of God involves the 
fatherhood of God and also the brother- 
hood of man—for all those who come 
to God by him; and it was this double 
conception of the Kingdom that Jesus 
presented to his fellow-townsmen in 
Nazareth, as he read and explained the 
words of Isaiah. A new era, he said 
was at hand, an era that would end 
suffering, physical and spiritual, if only 
men would heed his message and ac- 
cept him as their promised Messiah. 

And that promise has never yet been 
withdrawn. 

(Title and Scripture selections copy- 


righted by International Council of Re- 
ligious Education. ) 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE VATICAN IN WORLD POLI- 
TICS. By Avro Manhattan. Gaer As- 
sociates, Inc., New York City. 444 
pages, $3.75. 

There are two books which all Prot- 
estants who wish to keep informed re- 
garding the present activities of the 
Roman Catholic Church should read 
without fail. The first, which deals with 
the activities of the Church in the 
United States, is American Freedom and 
Catholic Power, by Paul Blanshard; the 
second, which deals with the Vatican’s 
activities in world affairs, is the book 
now under review. The former, it 
should be said at the outset, is better 
documented and more authoritative; 
the latter moves at times in the realm 
of conjecture, but documentary evidence 
is by no means lacking, and the general 
thesis seems well substantiated. 

The author was born in Italy and has 
lived in Brazil, Switzerland, the United 
States and France. During the war he 
broadcast to Italy from the BBC and 
lectured on politics throughout England 
where he now makes his home. In 
brief, ne here maintains that the Vati- 
can, which wields tremendous political 
influence for reasons which he is care- 
ful to explain, has been led by its fear 
of Socialism and Communism (espe- 
cially Russia) and by its hatred of 
the Greek Orthodox Church, to ally 
itself with reactionary, anti-democratic, 
fascist elements in one country after 
another, thus helping to bring on World 
War II and making a third world con- 
flict much more likely. 

More exactly Mr. Manhattan reminds 
us that Pope Pius IX hailed Mussolini 
as “a man sent by divine Providence” 
and endorsed Fascism as a_ buffer 
against both Socialism and Bolshevism. 
The Pope likewise supported Franco in 
Spain, Hitler in Germany, Petain and 
Laval in France, Salazar in Portugal, 
and various fascist movements in Latin 
America. According to Manhattan, the 
Vatican’s ambition to establish Slo- 
vakia as a Catholic fascist state sealed 
the fate of the gallant Czech Republic 
and hastened the outbreak of World 
War II. Poland was encouraged to 
adopt an anti-Russia policy which led 
to her ultimate destruction. Austria 
was encouraged to sell out to Germany 
in the Anschluss, and Belgium to sur- 
render rather than to continue the fight 
against Germany. 

The author holds as do many other 
observers that the Roman Catholic 
Church is now bending every effort to 
win the United States to its faith and 
to use it to accomplish its ultimate pur- 
pose of crushing Communism and win- 
ning the world to the Roman faith. He 
calls attention to the growing strength 
of this church in America, describes its 
powerful, disciplined and nationwide or- 
ganization, emphasizes its well-thought- 
out plans to win the Negroes and labor 
and to influence the press and other 
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media of information, and he recalls its 
attempts to influence our foreign policy 
in regard to Mexico and Spain (its suc- 
cess in the latter case was so pronounced 
that the downfall of the Spanish Re- 
public was insured). According to the 
books the most recent and determined 
plan of the Roman Catholic Church is 
to revise the First Amendment to the 
Constitution and to write off as ‘“‘a mis- 
leading metaphor” Jefferson’s sentence 
on “the wall of separation between 
church and state.’’ 

No informed man can doubt that the 
Vatican has been active in world poli- 
tics; it would be difficult to deny that 
it has moved in the general direction 
indicated by Arvo Manhattan. 

ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON. 


CARDINAL MINDSZENTY SPEAKS. 
Authorized White Book. Longman, 
Green and Co., New York. 234 pages, 
$2.50. 

Cardinal Mindszenty, Prince Primate 
of Hungary, one of the great Ecclesi- 
astical leaders, was arrested by order of 
the Hungarian Ministry of the Interior, 
December 27th, 1948. This book is a 
series of papers from the Cardinal’s col- 
lection on the happenings in Hungary 
since 1945 in reference to the Roman 
Catholic Church in its conflicts with the 
state. 

In Hungary one has a picture of the 
sufferings of a small nationality caught 
in the bloody contests between the 
powerful nations in two world wars. In 
this country there is presented a story 
of man’s stupidity and bestiality as a 
warmaker. In these selected papers of 
the Cardinal we have presented what 
the Roman Catholic Church considers 
as essentials for their existence as the 
dominant state church. There are in- 
timations that the minority group of 
Calvinists and Lutherans have given 
them some support in their contentions. 

One of the contests with the State had 
to do with the Church’s large land hold- 
ings. The State called for a breaking 
of the land monopoly enjoyed by the 
Church and the Aristocrats. The State 
also demanded that their schools be 
taken away from the Catholics and 
placed under state control. The pleas 
of the Cardinal for the Roman Catho- 
lic control of the schools is well worth 
reading in America today. The final 
struggle revolves around the right of the 
Church to worship and carry on its re- 
ligious work without interferences from 
the State. 

The Cardinal was arrested because of 
his popularity, his power as a thinker, 
preacher, and writer. Is this another 
story of a conflict between a totalitarian 
church and a totalitarian state? Is ita 
story between an atheistic philosophy of 
man and a theistic one? Is this another 
drama in which we see the necessity for 
the separation of church and state, al- 
though the state here is utterly base 
and ungodly? 

An American, by such a story as this, 


has his appreciation and gratitude deep- 
ened that he lives in a Protestant land 
and under a democratic flag. 
JAMES W. JACKSON. 
Columbia, &. C. 
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Now It Has Been 


How can it be controlled? 


The late Sir Oliver Lodge once wrote: “‘If ever the human race gets hold 
of a means of tapping even a small fraction of the energy contained in the 
atoms of their own planet, the consequences will be beneficial or destructive 
according to the state of civilization.’’ And now the human race has gotten 
hold of the atom’s energy! ! But what to do with it henceforth? How to 
control its use? 


The answer to that quandary lies in the application to education of the 
Christian element. Only when the actions of men are motivated by Chris- 
tian principles can we be certain that the ineredibly great potential of the 
atom will be harnessed to beneficial purposes. 

And so more of our edueators are insisting that just instruction in faets is 
never enough; there must be instruction in the interpretation of the mean- 
ing of the facets. WHAT is important; but important, too, if not more im- 
portant is WHY. MEANS are significant to life, but of greater significance 
ure ENDS. There is HEAD of course. And yet we must recognize that 
just head will never do for us. There must be head PLUS—plus HEART, 
plus SOUL, plus SPIRIT. 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION IS THE ANSWER! 


The Presbyterian Church, in common with other churches throughout the 
nation, knows that the solution lies in the edueation of the spirits of its 
vouth as well as the minds of its youth, and so is inereasing the stress which 


is laid upon CHRISTIAN EDUCATION. 


What Can We Do? 


We can support our schools and our colleges: by prayers for them, by gifts 
tu them, by enrolling in them our sons and our daughters. 





For specific information write: 
PRESBYTERIAN EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF THE SOUTH 
Wade H. Boggs, Secretary-Treasurer 
410 Urban Building Louisville 2, Kentucky 
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